
AGM 23rd Sept 2020 
Present - Pat Simpson / Judith Redfern / Tony Needham / Peter Allan / Val Allan / Ken Pattison 
/ Jamie Westwood / Helen Raine  
Apologies - Wilma Campbell / Lynn Wylie 
Co Chair Report - PS (will be issued under separate cover) 
On behalf of EPICH, Pat thanked Peter for his help and enthusiastic support of EPICH over the 
years and we hope both Peter and Val enjoy their well earned retirement. 
 
Final accounts for y/e 30 June 2020 - PA gave a handout with the details. 
General - £1126.73    Bees - £1526.79   Total - £2653.52 
 
Balance - 1st July - 22 September 2020 
General - £2465.64 (includes an award of £500 from HPC) 
Bees - £1174 (this doesn’t include the amount for the latest ongoing honey sales) 
 
Name Change - the overall consensus is to leave the name as EPICH. It is felt that regardless 
of what the acronym stands for, the general public are starting to recognise EPICH and 
understand what the group does around the village. It is felt that EPICH is now a recognisable 
brand. 
 
The meeting discussed the fact that the bank account operates in the name of FOTC but 
although this doesn’t seem to cause any problems, Pat will ask the bank for their feelings on 
this. 
However it was agreed that the signatories need updating. 
These are currently Wilma Campbell / Peter Allan / John de Martino  
Suggested names are Pat Simpson / Lynn Wylie / Judith Redfern 
 
Election of Officers 
All officers were prepared to stand down but in absence of anyone wanting the roles, they 
remain as - 
Pat Simpson (Chair) Judith Redfern (Vice chair & Minutes Secretary) 
Ken Pattison (Secretary) Lynn Wylie (Treasurer replacing Peter Allan) 
 
Review of the Constitution  
Pat has spent some time reviewing the original constitution and bringing it up to date.  
To include in “Purposes of the Group” will be wording which confirms our working link with the 
HPC 
The constitution was agreed by the meeting. 
 
AOB - none 
AGM closed 
 
General EPICH Meeting.  
Those present and apologies as previously stated 
 
Bulb planting - Pat has obtained permission from DBC to plant spring bulbs along the footpath 
past the primary school. 
Suggestions from the meeting for the type of bulbs are - Muscari (grape hyacinth), winter 
Aconites, anemone blanda, tête-à-tête  daffodils. 
JR will purchase and a planting date will be advertised to the village residents. 
 
Lychgate - Pat has been successful in obtaining a grant from the TeesValley Partnership of 
£2000 for signage for Lychgate (and possibly the Heritage Orchard, depending on cost). We 
have 12 months to spend the grant. 



Pat has done some background work on costs which she will pass onto Jamie and Helen to 
take further, looking at vandal proofing etc. 
Possible size will be A2. 
Unfortunately, despite leaflets being put through the doors of the Church View residents 
regarding the improvement and importance of Lychgate, one of the residents continues to put 
garden rubbish over the fence onto the site, undermining the attempt to improve the area for 
wildlife and residents. Lynn Wylie in her role as councillor will ask the HPC to issue leaflets to 
the Church View residents informing them that this is fly tipping and against the law and will be 
dealt with accordingly. 
Native woodland plants will be added to the area but these can be sourced from supplies in 
EPICH members’ gardens. 
 
Hedgehog Friendly Village Status - 
This is one of the groups ongoing projects but we are looking at breaking it down into smaller 
projects in which individuals could become involved at a low level such as in their own gardens 
but this could increase the involvement into the bigger village project. 
HR had just received an email from the Hedgehog Preservation Society which she will follow 
up. 
 
KP pointed out that the group should continue to raise awareness about our work and needing 
volunteers through such routes as the Parish Chronicle, in which there is always an EPICH 
section about our work 
Another suggestion was to add a leaflet to each jar of future honey sales. 
KP asked what has happened to the Bellway / Miller Homes agreement to include wildlife 
initiatives? This was started by Wilma who was successful in gaining the original agreement so 
she will be asked to follow up and the response from the companies will be passed to the HPC 
and possibly included in our article in the next Parish Chronicle. 
 
KP has a contact regarding “re-wilding”. He will contact on our behalf for more information. 
 
Wildflower Meadow - Tony advised that this has now been mown by DBC. Unfortunately due to 
the perennial mix, this had not been a success and will now be included in the general DBC 
mowing at The Grange.  
However a smaller area under the cherry tree in front of The Grange will be considered as more 
manageable and PS will check with HCA for permission. 
 
Coach Lane  - TN suggested that as one of our projects, we should consider tidying up Coach 
Lane which suffers from weeds, littering and dog fouling. This was agreed and a date will be 
arranged to advertise for village involvement in the tidy up. 
 
Bird Hide - 2 new squirrel proof bird feeders will be purchased by JR. 
The fat ball supplier has been changed as the previous fat balls had gone mouldy through being 
too “fatty”. 
The meeting agreed that the spy holes should be made bigger with possibly a few more and 
some artwork done around the holes to make the public more aware of them. 
The bird hide could also be included in the annual RSPB Big Garden Birdwatcher in January. 
 
DOVES - PS and JR have received apologies that there have been no meeting due to Covid 
19.  We will continue to keep our contact going as we hope to get more bird boxes from them 
for next year. 
 
DBC Tree & Woodland Strategy - PS will respond. 
The date of the next meeting will be advised in due course 


